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NEHEMIAH, vi 89. 4 


Then I fent unto him, faying, There are no fuch 
things done as thou fayeft, but thou feigne/t 
them out of thine own heart. For they ali 
made us afraid, faying, Their bands fhail be 
weakened from the work, that it be not done. 
Now therefore, O God, firengthen my hands, 


who was now advanced tothe government of 

Judah and Ferusalem, wasa very religious and 

moft excellent man, and remarkably raifed up 
by God, and peculiarly qualified for that eminent fta- 
tion. The temper and condué of a difinterefted pa- 
triot, a true lover of his country, and of a wife, vigi- 
lant and upright ruler and magiftrate, appears con{pi- 
cuous in his example, and through all parts of his 
public adminiftration. 

He was fent to Feru/alem out of his captivity by 
Ariaxerxes the King, (to whom he had been cup-bearer) 
in the twentieth year ofhis reign. The office of cup- 
bearer was a place of great honor and advantage in the 
Perfian court, becaufe of the privilege it gave him or 
being fo much in the King’s prefence, and the oppor- 

tunity he had thereby of gaining his favor, for the 
’ obtaining any petition which he fhould make to him, 
and the-promoting his own intereft. The Artaxerxes 


here mentioned is but another name for Aba/ucras, 
who 


N ween whofe name this book bears, and 
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who married E/ther a Jewith captive, and made her his 
queen, after repudiating Va/oti. And probably it was 
by the favour of queen &/fher, as being of the fame na- 
tion and people with her, that he obtained fo honoura- 
le and advantageous a preferment in that court. 

However, neither the honor and advantage of the 
place, nor the long fettlement of his family out of his 
country, could make him forget his love for it, or lay 
afide that zeal which» he had for the religion of his 
forefathers who had formerly dweltin it. For though 
he had been born and bred ina ftrange land; yet he 
had a great love for Zion, and was heartily engaged to 
exert himfelf for the profperity of it, and was in all 
things a very religious obferver of the law of God. 
And therefore, when fome came from Ferujalem, and 
told him of the il! fate of that city; how the wall of it 
was broken down, and the gates of it in the fame de- 
molithed ftate as when burnt with fire by the Babyloni- 
ans; andthat by reafon hereof the remnant of the 
captivity that dwelt there lay open, not only to the 
incurfions awd infults of their enemies, but alfo to the 
reproach and contempt of their neighbeurs, asa weak 
and defpicable people; and that they were in both 
thefe refpeéts in great afliQion and grief of heart ; the 
good man being fuitably moved with this reprefenta- 
dion, applied himfelf in fafting and prayer unto: the 
Lord his God, and earneftly made fupplication to him 
for Ifrael his people, and’ for the place which he had 
chofen for kis worfhip'among them, And having thus 
_ implored the divine mercy againit this evil, he refolv- 
ed next to make his application to the King for the 
redrefling of it, trufting in God for the inclining of his 
heart thereto ; and therefore when his turn came next 
to wait in his'oflice, the King obferving his countenance 
to be fad, which had not been fo before in his prefence, ~ 
{ays to him, ‘* Why is thy countenance fad, feeing thou art 
aot fick ? this is nothing elfe but forrow of heart.” ‘+ Them 
Wao os 4 (fays 
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{fays Nehemiah) I qwas fore afraid, and faid unto the 
King, Let the King live forever. Why fhould not my coun= 
tenance be fad, when the city, the place of my fathers Jepul- 
chres, lieth wafie, and the gates thereof are confumed with 
fre?” He took this opportunity to lay before him 
the diftreffed flate of his country; and owning this to 
be a caufe of great grief and fadnefs to him, he prayed 
the King to fend him thither to remedy it: and by the 
favour of Queen Ejther (it feems) he had his petition 
granted him ; for it being particularly remarked in the 
facred text, that the Qneen was fitting by the King 
when Nezemiab ebtained the grant, it fufficiently inti- 
mates that her favour was aflilting to him herein. And 
accordingly a royal decree was iffued out for rebuilding 
the walls and gates of Yerufalem, and Nehemiah was 
fent thither with it, as governor of the province of 
FFudea, to put it in execution. And for his greater honor 
and fecurity, the King fent a guard of horfe, under the 
cominand of fome of the captainsof his army, to efcort 
himi to his government. And he wrote letters to all the 
governors on this fide the riverEuphrates, to further him 
tn the work on which he was fent ; and alfo gave or- 
der tod/aph the keeper of his foreits inthofe parts,to al- 
Yow him fo much timber out of them,as fhould be need- 
ed for the finifhing of it. However, the Ammonites, the 
Moabites ani the Samaritans, and other neighbouring 
nations round, did all they could to obitru his defign 
and defeat his enterprife. And to this they were ex- 
cited, not only by the antient and bitter enmity which 
thofe people bore to che whole Yewi/h nation, becaufe 
ofthe different manners and different religions they 
were of ; but molt efpecially at this time, becaufe of 
their lands and property : for during the time that the 
Yeuws werein captivity, thefe nations having feized 
their lands and the intereft they had left in the coun-° 
try, would be forced to reftore and refund them, upon 
the re-eflablifhment and profperity of the Feavs nee 
; or 
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For which reafon they did all they could to oppofe 
their re-fettlement : hoping that if they could be kept 
low, or quite depreffed, they might retain the prey 
they were in danger of loofing, and regain any which 

they had already loft. ‘ 
Bur Nehemiah was not at all difcouraged hereat, 
but put his truft in heaven, and made his prayer to the 
God of his Salvation, And having on his arrival at 
erufalem, made known to the people the commiffion 
with which he was fent, he took a view of the ruins of 
the old walls, and immediately began to repair them, 
And the work was carried on with amazing rapidity 
‘and fuccefs, notwithftanding all manner of oppofition 
was made againft him both from within » and from with- 
out. For from within feveral falfe prophets and other 
treacherous perfons, under the influence of a wicked 
heart, fet agoing by the force of bribery and corrupti- 
on, endeavoured tocreate him obftruétions ; and, from 
without, Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammorite, 
Gefoem the Arabian, and others, gave him all the dif- 
turbance they were able, not only by underhand deal- 
ings and treacherous tricks and contrivances, but alfo 
by open force ; fo that while part of the people labour- 
ed in carrying on the building, the other part ftood to 
their arms to defend them againft the affaults of fuch 
as had defigns againft them. And all had their arms 
at hand even while they worked, to be ready at a fig- 
nal given, to draw together at any part where the ene- 
my theuld be difeovered coming upon them. And 
by this means, through thedivine bleffing, they fecur- 
ed themfelves againft all the attempts and defigns of 
their enemies, till the work was nearly brought to a 
.conclufion, to their own great joy, and the extreme 
mortification of their adverfaries. Then Sanballat, 
‘Tobiah and Gefoem, {ent to Nebemiab to come along with 
sthem into the field, (as it feems under a pretence) that 
gehere they might enter into an alliance together, and 
{wear 
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fwear inviolable friendship to each other : bat Nebemial 
perceived that this was only a ftratagem to furprize 
him, and do him fome violence. He therefore fent 
word that he was engaged in a great work which re- 
quired his conftant attendance, and which he could not 
intermit upon any account. “They fent him the fame 
invitation four times over, and he asoftenreturned the 
fame anfwer. At laft Sandallat wrote to him in terms 
of the following purport, ‘¢ There is a report fpread 
«« among the people, and Gafommu (which is the fame 
«¢ with Gebem, only differently fpelt) confidently af- 
*€ firms it, that you and theJews intend a revolt---that 
«© your defign in rebuilding the walls of Feru/alem, is to 
«« declare yourfelf King of the Yews---that with this 
“«6 view have fuborned prophets tofuggeft to the peo- 
«© ple that you ought to be the King of the whole coun- 
«try. Now as all thefe things are to be reprefented 
«¢ to the King, it will be convenient for you to give 
** us a meeting, that we may confer together about 
«© them.” But inftead of going to them himfelf, he 
fends this fhort and cutting anfwer to all his infidious 
infinuations and lying flanders, “ There are no fuch 
things done as thou fayeft, but thou feigne/? them out of thine 
own heart,” they are all of your own invention, and 
have nothing of truthin them. And while he repre- 
fents their enemies as endeavouring to intimidate them, 
and plotting obftru€tions to the work, he pioufly be-. 
takes himfelf to God, in prayer, for perfevering and 
increafing fortitude ;---while their enemies endeavour 
to weaken their hands from the work, he dutifully looks 
toGod to ftrengthen them. ‘* For (fays he) they all 
made us afraid, (1. e. did all they could to intimidate 
us) /aying their hands foall be weakened from the work that it 
be not done. Now, therefore, O God, firengthen my bands. 
Tue words thus introduced and explained in their 
connection with the context, afford thefe two doétrinal 

obfervations, viz. 

I, Tar 
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I. Tuar wicked and intriguing men fomietimét 
make ufe of the fictions and falfhoods.of their own 
hearts to hinder the lawful and laudable enter- 
prizes ofa people, and obftruct their profperity. 

And, 

Il. Tar it is the duty of a people who are thus 
falfly and wickedly dealt with by their enemies, 
for their intimidation and hurt, to look to God 
by prayet to ftrengthen their hands----to grant 
them the fortitude and wifdom they need tocoun- 
tera&t and bafile the infidious and malicious de- 
figns of theirenemies. | We obferve then, 

I. Tuat wicked and intriguing men fometimes 
make ufe of the fidions and talfhoods-of their own 
hearts to hinder the lawful and laudable enterprizes of 
4 people; and ebftrud their profperity. a 

Tue corrupt hearts of fallen mankind, when not 
reftrained or {andtified by the graceof God, are capable 
of being inflaenced to any meafures or means, however 
wicked and guilty; and how much foever they finall; 
tend to the real infamy and wretchednefs of themfelves, 
or the hurt and injury of others. Pride is naturally a 
predominant finful luft in them, and therefore pre- 
eminence and fuperiority a very ruling paffion ; and to 
gratify their guilty pride and ambition, they flick at 
no meafures, lawful or unlawful in themfelves; but 
tufhthrough; right or wrong; and make ufe of truth 
or falfhood, juftas their vain minds imagine will make 
moft for their purpofes. ‘To thefe finful Jufts and pro- 
penfities are owing all the wars and fightings that have 
ever been known among mankind, and all the blood 

« unjuftly fhed from the death of righteous Aéc/, to the 
laft fufferer, murdéred by the hand of cruelty: and vio- 
lence. Toopprefs others and exalt themfelves, to ac- 
complith the defigns of de/potic fway, all their inventi- 
on is put tothe firetch, ail their efforts ufed to frame 
and execute plans and {chemes of deceit, plots of flavifh’ 

fob. 
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fabjection to their caprice ; and all the arts of lying in= 
trigue, and force of lawlefs power are called to their ‘ 
aid, and every fcene of violencé, rapine, and murder i 
“«  isaéted over. ©, ES POE Ades aang 
_ Sanpatxar the chief or governor of the Hittites or 
Samaritans was always a great enemy to the Jews. He , ‘ 
| Wasa native of Horon, orHorenius, a city beyond Fordon, 
in the country of the Moabites When Nehemiah firtt r 
_ ame and began to build the walls of Jerufalem, Sae- 
ballat, Tobiah, and Gefbem made themfelves {port with 
him, and affeéted to treat the matter with ridicule and 
contempt, and fent to him and the ‘Yeqws who were 
_ with him to kaow upon what authority he undertook. 
this enterprize, and whether this was not a revolt or 
rebellion againft the King. But Nehemiah anfwered 
“it is the God of Heaven that afffts us, we are his fervants, 
but yehawe no portion, nor right nor memorialin Ferufalem.” 
And fuch was their envy and malice, that notwith- 
flandiag all their pretended ridicule and fcorn! The 
facred hiftory informs us ¢¢ it grieved them exceedingly that 
there was come @ man to Seek the welfare of the children of 
Yrael.” But as Nebemiah proceeded with vigor in his 
undertaking, and as Sandallat heard (fays the facred 
hiftorian) ** that ave builded the wall, be was wrorh and 
| Wook great indignation and mocked the ‘Fewws. And he Spake 
before his brethren and the army of Smaria; and Said, what 
do thefe feeble Fews ? will they fortify themfelves ? ewill they 
Sacrifice ? will they make an end in a day ? will they 
revive the flones out of the heaps of the rubbifh which are 
, burned ? Now Tobiah the Amonite was by him, and he 
aid, even that which they build.if afox goup, be foall even’ 
break down their flone wall.” But this method of {corn- 
ful treatment and reproach not anfwering the defign 
* in difcouragifi the Jews, and they proceeding with 
| engagednefs and perfevereance in their undertaking, 
| and having nearly compleated the work, ** it came t# 
af that when Samballat and Tcbiab, and ibe Arabians, 
| B Auiieeritess 
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Ammonites, and the Afhdodites heard that the walls of ¥e- 
iitfalem were made up and that the breaches began to be 
Stopped, then they were very wroth, and-confpired all of them 
together to com: and to fight again/? Ferufalem, and to hin- 
derit.? Bat theirattempts to injure and opprefs the 
people, and put an end to their enterprize, by open 
violence and force, proving abortive, they then recur 


- to the moft wicked, deceitful, and malicious fictions 


and ftratagems, to accomplifh their defigns. 
Iw the firft place they endeavour to decoy Nehemiah 
into their power,under feigned pretenfions of real con- 


cern and friendfhip for him; and for this end repeat | 


their invitation to him four times, thinking to do him 
mifchief ; buthe being apprized of their mifchevious 
plot as often excufed himfelf from meeting them, on 
account of the greatnefs and importance of the work he 
was engaged in. . s 

- Tren Sanballat fent his fervant tohim the fifth time 


with an open letter in his hand; the letter was fent — 
open; doubtlefs on purpofe to let any fee or hear it, — 


difcretionarily, whom it might probably influence into 
their evil meafures; or in order to unhinge and terrify 
the minds of the people,and, by tampering with them, 
weaken the hands of Nebemiab. The purport of the 
letter was that he and the people defigned to rebel, 
and make sim king; and that to pave the way for this; 
he had appointed prophets to preach of him(felf at ‘e- 
rafalem, Aaying, there is a king in Judas ; and now 
fhall it be reported to the king according to thele 
words. Come now therefore let us take council toge- 
ther! He intended, and no doubt expected that this 
letter, if it had no other effect, yet fhould bring onan 
interview between them, in which he might do him a 
mifchief. The notice which Nehemiah took and the 
improvement he made of it we have in the text, “* Then 
T fent unto him, faying, there are xo fuch things done at 
thou faye, but thou feignef them cut of thine pales 

or 


For they all madeus afraid, faying, their hands foail be 
weakened from the work, that it be not done. New there- 
fore, O God; frengthen my hands.” He was next attack- 
ed by a certain falfe prophet named Shemaiah, whom 
Sunballat and. Tobiah had gained over to their intereft 
and hired for the purpofe, and who would have intimj- 
dated him,advifing him to fhut himfelf-up in the tem- 
ple, to prevent any attempt upon his life ; but Nete- 
miah by his great’ prudence avoided falling into, the 
{nare ; and in his treatment of this infidious falfe pro- 
phet he difeovers the moft delicate fenfe of true honcr, 
and gives the moft fignal proof of true courage and 
bravery. Hear his own account of the. matter. ‘¢ 4/; 
rerewardl came untothe boufe of Shemaiah the fon of Delata>, 
the fon of Mabetabell who was fout up ; and be jaid let us 
meet together in the houfe of God, within the temple, and let 
us fout the doors of the temple; for they will ecme to flay 
thee ; yea, inthe night will they come to flay thee. And l 
Jaid foould fuch a man as I flee ? And whois there that be. 
ing as Iam, would go into the temple to fave bis life ? J will 
wot goin. And lol perceived that God had net fint.bim 5 
but that he proncunced this prophecy againfi me 5 jor Lobiab 
and Sanballat had hired bim.Therefore was he hired, thai I 
foould be afraid, and do fo and fin, and that. they might bave 
matter for an ewil report,that they might reproach me. My 
Gop think thou of Lobiah and Sanballat according to these 
their works, and on the prophete/s Noadiah, and the ref of 

the prophets, that would have put me in fear., 

Ir 1s very common, as in the account now read, for 
wicked and intriguing men, out of pure malice and 
fiction to charge thofe crimes and faults upon others, 
which they themfelves only are guitty of. Thus thefe 
fame men who had accufed Nehemiah of fuborning pro- 
phets to preach him up fora king,without foundation,. 
had-themfelves roundly bribed others to prophecy falfe- 
ly againft him and ufe all their influence to intimidate 
him and hinder the good work in which he was engag- 

y ed. 
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ed. But the work was of Ged, and was therefore foor 
completed notwithitanding all their malicious oppofi- 
tion.. “© And it eame to pa/s (fays the facred hiftorian) 
that when all our enemies beard thereof, and all the beathen 
that were about us faw thefe things they were much caft down 
ix their own eyes! for they perceived that this work was 
avrought of our God.” And thus always fhall the ene- 
mies of God and his people fooner or later find all 
their wicked and hurtful fchemes and efforts againit 
them defeated to their own intire fhame and debafe- 
ment. ’ ; pitas iA * Baty 
> One method of intriguing againft and oppofing the 
rebuilding Feru/alem under the adminiftration of Nehe- 
miah, and keeping the body of the Jews in a ilate of 
flavith fubjeétion and oppreffion is yet to be mentioned 
according to the account we have of it in the end.of 
the chapter cofitaining the text; and that is, abufive 
‘and injurious letter-awriting. “The facred hiltorian men- 
tions it inthe following: words : ‘‘ Moreover in tho/e days 
the nubles of Fudab fent many letters unto Tobiah, and the 
letters of Tobiab camé unto them. For thére were many in 
Fudah fovorn unte him; becaufe be was the fon-in law of 
- Shechaniah the fon of Arab; \and-his fon Fohanan had tak- 
en the daughter of Mefouilam the fon of Berekiah. Alfe they 
reported bis goed deéds\ before mie, and uttered my words te 
him. And Tebiah fent letters to put me in-fear.”- This 
Tobiah was an Ammonite, and an inveterate enemy to 
the Fews ; and was of greatconfideration in the law of 
the Samaritans, of which he was governor with Sanbal- 
Jat. He married the daughter of Sheckaniah one of the 
principal Feaws of “Ferufalem, and by his own and his 
fon’s marriage and” family comne@ions there, had a 
powerful party in Feru/alem icfelf, which were oppefite 
to that of Nehemiab; ‘and to the true intereft of the 
‘Fewifo nation. But this prudent governor by ‘his wif- 
dom, moderation and perfeverance, defeated all their 
machigations, though they carried on a molt ar 
Pores . t * . am 


and intriguing correfpondence by letters, with their 
own party, in which the good deeds of Tobiah were eX~ 
tolled and reported to Nehemiah ; and by the fame par- 
ty the words of Nehemiah were fent back to him, and 
‘all in order to gain him over to the intereft of their 
party ; and Tobzah himfelf wrote letters dire€tly to him 
to pat him in fear, and intimidate him into their mea- 
fures ; but to hisimmortal honor he was proof againft 
all their prattices of intrigue and corruption, and his 
‘dame remains forever embalmed in the providence of 
God, as a moft renowned patriot, and deliverer of his 
‘country, © ee Se 

* -A copy of a letter wrote to the king by the crafty 
intriguing enemies of the Feavs we have at large'in the 
fourth chapter of Ezra beginning atthe eleventh verfe. 
This is the copy of the letter that they Jent unto him, even un- 


to Artaxerxes the king, Thy firvanis the men on this fide the 


river; and at fuch’a time. Beit Rnown unto the hing, that 
‘the Fewws which came up from thee to us, are come unto Fe~ 
rujalem, building the rebellious and the bad city, and have 
Jet up the walls the eof, and joined the foundations.  Be'ie 
Anowun nowy unto the king, that if this city be builded, and 
the walls fet up again, then awill they not pay toll, tributes 
and-cuftom, and {0 th,u fhalt endamage the revenue of ihe 
kings. Now becaufe we have maintenance from the kings 
palace, and it was not meet for us to fee the kings difbanour > 
therefore have we font and certified ithe king, That Jearch 
may be made in the book of the records of thy fathers : fo 


_ fralt thou find in the book of the'recoxds, and know) that this . 


city 1s a rebellious city, and hurtful unto kings and provinces, 
&F that they have moved fedition within the fame of ald time + 
Sor which caufe was this city deftroyed. We certifie the king, 
that if this city be builded again, and the walls thereof Jet 
up, by this means thou foalt have no portion on this fide the 
river. This letter contains the genuine fpirit of felf 
‘interefted placemen and defigning courtiers, and is full 
of fervile adulation and flattery to the. king, and pre- 
agers. tended 


‘epee [ 4 } 
tended zeal for the honour, intereft, ‘and prerogative 
of the crown ; and of vile infinuations, afperfions and 
accufations refpecting the Fas, and fome truth inter- 
mingled with falfchood as they thought would beft an- 
fwer theend.. eres 

“Awp it had fuch an effe&, through the permiffion of 
divine providence, as to induce the king to fend his 
exprefs command that the purpofe of the letter fhould 
be carriedinto execution: and the letter- writers them- 
felves and their companions had orders to fee this 
done,which doubtlefs they undertook with a malicious 
kind of pleafure :. and the facred text fays; ‘* they went 
up inhafteto Ferufalem unto the Fews, and made thenr to 
csafe by force and power, Then ceased the work of the houfe 
of Gon which is at Ferufalem. So it ceafed unto the Jeconad 
sear of Dai ius king of Perfia.”” They were permitted to 
put a flop to the Jews for a feafon ; but it was only 
for afeafon : for the.work was of God, and aftera 
fhort time it was revived, and under the adminiftra- 
tion of Nehemiah completed. ‘The work the ews were 
engaged in was a Yawful and laudable work, for the 
religious and civil intereft of their nation and country 5 
and thofe whooppofed them were guilty of great wick- 
ednefs ; and though God’s profefling people of Ifrael 
highly deferved, on account of their own fins, much 


more than they met with, as coming from the hand of © 


a righteous God, yet they deferved not fach treatment 
from their fellowmen. Neither ‘are the ill deferts of 
the ‘Yews at the hand of God,any juftification of their 
enemies in their evil defigns againit them, nor do they 

make them e’er the lefs guilty in the fight of heaven. 
“Tue infinitely wife and good God, makes ufe of 
wicked men as he pleafes, to anfwer his divine pur- 
pofes, andofien taketh the wife ones of this world.in 
their own craftinefs; and over rules all their defigns 
and condué for his own glory, and the good of his 
people ; and will not fail-to bring condign puniffyment 
ce ae: upon 
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upon all che impenitents, for all the defigns and efforts 
of their malice and wickednefs, whether carried on 1h 
amiore Jecret,confidential,and underhand intriguing man- 
ner, or managed by more open forge and violence. 

‘Anpthus there have been and fill are-wicked and 
intriguing men in the world, that make ufe of the 
fi€tions and falfhoods of their own hearts to hinder the 
lawful and laudable enterprifes of a people, and ob-" 
Rru& their profperity. 

And we go on to obferve, 

II, Tuar it is the duty ofa people who are thus 
Falfely and wickedly dealt with by their enemies, for 
‘their intimidation and hurt, to look to Ged by prayers 
to ftrengthen their hands, to grant them” the’ fortitude 
and wifdom they need'to counteratt‘and bafite the'in- 
‘fidious and malicious defigns of theirenemies. © 

To this duty good Nehemiah and the people undér 
his government, when thus attacked by their perfidi- 
ous enemies: ‘* Now therefore, O God, flrengihen my 
hands.”” Every good and perfe& gift cometh from 
God ; ftrengthof body and foundnefs of mind, the pof- 
feffion of one’s own foul, courage, bravery, and forti- 
tude, all manly and ufeful efforts and enterprifes, all 
exertions and all fuccefs intirely depend upon, and are 
derived from him in whem we live and move and have 
our being. His favour is life, and his loving kindnefs 
is better than life ; and bleffed and happy is that peo- 
ple whofe God is the Lord.”’ And it is the peculiar 
privilege of the vifible covenant and profeffing people 
of God, when their enemies rile up again them and 
; plot and feck their hurt, in any way whatever, that 
. they have fiich dire@tion and encouragement, humbly 

to look to God by prayer for all the help and falvation 
they need, for deliverance from, or victory over their 
enemies. And he who is infinite in wifdom, and hath 
all power in heaven and in earth, can, and alway will 
fhew them his falvation, and fruftrate the malicious 

defigns 
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defigns of their enemies againft ile, when they duti- 


fully acknowledge their dependance upon him, and by 
repentance and prayer feek his face and favour. Their 
enemies are often. very crafty and powerful, their in- 
triguesfecret, their plots deep-laid and full of ferpen- 
tine fubtlety,and fuch (as far as creatures are concern- 
ed) as promife and infure fuccefs; but Almighty God 
with infinite eafe can turn all their counfels into fool- 
ifhnefs,caufe all their devices to iffue in their own con- 
fufion, and the evil they meant againft others to recoil 
upon their own heads. They may ufe all che arts of 
intimidation, but all fhall be in vain, if God encou- 
rages the hearts, and ftrengthens the hands of his peo- 
ple ; and it is equally the ae and fecurity of his peo- 

le to look to him and depend upon him to encourage 
their hearts and ftrengthen their hands. At his fove- 
reign pleafure, ‘* five hall chace an hundred, and an 


. hundred put ten thoufand to flight.” The hearts of 
-all men are in his hand, and he infpires them with for- 


titude and courage ; or fills them with terror or dif- 
may ; and fucceeds or blaits their defigns as he pleafes ; 
and he.can ‘ fave with few as well as with many.” 
And a people who feek to him, and put their truftand 
corifidence,in, him, are always fafe and fecure under 
his Almighty proteétion, and fhiall have their hearts 
encouraged and their hands ftrengthened, and their e- 
nemies fhall be made to flee or fall before them. And 
thefe are the directions of the word of Ged, Offer unte 
God thank/giuing, and pay thy ucaws utile the Met High 3 
and call upon me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee, . 
and thou. fealt glorify me.’ ‘* Wait onthe Lord: be of 
good courage and he fall firengiben thine heart : wait, I 
Jay on the Lard.? And {uch were the many remarkable 
interpofitioas of divine providence in favour of his an- 
cient people, and fuch their fafety under the Almighty 
protection, that Mo/es but a little before his death thus 
expresleshimfelf: There is none like unto theGod of ef pic 
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awhe rideth upon the heavens in ihyhelp, and in his excellen- 
ty on the fey. The eternal God is thy refuge, and uncerneath 
are the everlafting arms, Happy art thou, O Ijreel! Who 
is like unto thee, O people, Javed by the Lord, the fhield of 
thy help, and wha is the froord of thy exceliency! And the 
pialmift .in his, day piouily obferves in behalf of his 
peoples [fit had not been the Lord who was on our fide, now 
may Vfrael fay, if it had not been the Lord who «was on our 
Jide, wihin men rofe up againft us; then they had fwallowed 
us up quick, when their wrath was kindled againfi us 2 thee 
the waters had overwhrlmed us, the fireum had gone over 
our foul: then the proud waters bad gone over cur foul. Blef> 
Sed be the Lord who hath not given us a, prey to their teeth. 


Our foul is fae as a bird out of the fnare of the fowlers 2. 
» and we are efcaped. Our help is in the 


the fnare is br 
name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 


BOP RL TOC RT TOON. 


We proceed now to apply and improve our fubjest. 
The facred paflage which is the theme of our prefent 
difcourfe, and the hiflory conneéted with it, contains 


fomething very.applicable to our flate as a people, and ~ 


affords matter for our very ferious and profitable im- 


. 


; 


provement. 

Tuart defigns to enflave and opprefs'us, and bring 
us into abfoluce fubjection to arbitrary power, with 
our lives.and -properties entirely at the will and mercy 
of defpatifm, have been formed, ang the moftunjultifi- 
able methods, of fecret intrigue and open violence, ta- 
ken to carry them into execution, is at length a truth 
fo notorious, that nothing, but weaknefs and dtupidity 
can help obferving, and nothing but dowaright villainy 
and wickednefg can help acknowledging. 

We fee, for a eourfe of years, a long feries of plans 
and f{chemes of fubtle ftatefmen, and parliamentary 
debates, and adts, and refolutions, under minifterial in- 
Auence, all evideatly calculated to fubjugate this 

& ; coun- 
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country. And if there hath been a change of minifs: 


ters yet there hath been no effential change of mesfures 
the condu&t of adminiilration bath continually. tended 
to.this point. And it is a tak not eafily performed, 
even to mention all the wicked arts and meafures that 
have bee> employed to accomplifh it., The Brisife 
eonipitution, heretofore, fo much the glory and happi- 
nefs of our own nation, and the envy and terror of fo- 
reigners, has from time to time been undeymined, till 
az length, under the hands of bribery .and corruption, 


it {eems rotten to the very core. Royal charters, and: 


the mott valuable and effential rights of Englifhmen, 


have been unjuftly and eruelly wrefted away, or mof . 


wantonly violated or fported with, 

~Wuar have not crafty,ambiticus and Meaning men 
done to entnare us, deceitfully to.cajole and intrigue 
us ; or forcibly to intimidate us into meafares, to an- 
{wer their own afpiring purpofes, by meanly fubjecting 
ourfelves and potterity to their fervice, and corfenting 
to hold eur lives and properties at their arbitrary plea- 
fure ? to this end what letters. have not been. written 
on both fides of the water, /ecret and confidential,or what- 
ever pecultar title they bett deferve, full of the vileft af- 


perfions, and defigned to effect meafures deftructive of | 


the liberties and privileges of the people; and written 
avowedly, fome of them, at leaft upon principles of 
Machiavi ian or diabolical policy, principles that have 
no regard to juftice or integrity, or the beft good of the 
people, but avowedly calculated to fupport the defigns 
of the governing party, by any means whatever? What 
pains have been taken to hinder truth from coming to 
Jroht, or te prevent loyal and dutiful petitions for re- 
dvefs of grievances from reaching the throne, orto fhut 
tive King’s ear and harden his heart againft them? Is 
it noc known, is itmot acknowledged, (nay fo barefa- 
ced and impudent is the iniquity, that themfelves take 
AG pains to concealit) that.a‘venal corrupt majority ye 
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_ geance in this diftreffed country. To pleafe admini€ 
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the Britif parliament, voting altogether at the nod of 
the minster, govern all the public aéts and conduct of 
that body; once fo aprighr, reipectable and auguil, and 
heretoforeas remarkable fdr defending the liberties of 
the nation, and hambling syran’s, and.oppoling pepexy, 
as it if now for’being complaifant and yieldable to all 


the contrary purpofes.. And is not this corrupt and 


venal body, fometimes with equal pomp and impiety 
held.up toour view by themifeives, and others, 25 o7n7- 
potent ? Do they not affect too much to ad as being 
fuch, not fearing God above, nor regarding man be- 
Jow, as the duties of their fiacvion require? And is not 
every rational and juit and neceilary meéthod of point- 


-jng’ Out their ervors, and oppoiing their hurtiul and 


tyrannical meaiuies, diicovrayed and fiowned upon ? 
Is not that oppedition to the molt enormous and un- 


" warrantable ftrides of arbitrary power, which after ve- 
ry remarkable long‘ fuffering and patience, was at . 


length aroufed to vigorous exertions by abfolute ne- 


ceflity, and which is warranted and called forth by the | 


cleareft fenfe of duty, and all the tendereft ties and ob- 
ligations of life and godlinefs j----Is not this manly 
and laudable oppoiition ftiled rebellion? Are not pa- 
triots of diftinétion, friends of their country and pa- 
trons of liberty, profcribed for flaughter, and whole 
fleets and armies, the ulma-ratio, inftead of found 
reafon, and the principles of the Brisij> conftitution, 
and of right and religion, made ufe of to convert us as 
a people, to a ftate of the moft abject flavery to the 
crown, court-parafites, minions and placemen of Great- 
Britain 2 And how language is tortured, reafon abufed, 
and our holy religion impioufly forced into the fervice 
of our, and the nations enemies, appears inmany things, 
particularly in a late proclamation fet forth by Aim who 


’ 


has the infamy of being the chief miniferial tool of ven- 


tration, and be what thefe who are fecking cur wi 
“gilt 
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- affe® to ftile friends of government, neither our reafon, 


or religion, our voices or hands muft ever be ufed, but 
in perfect conformity to the pernicious popifh doétrines 
of implicit faith, paflive obedience and non-refiftance. 
Any thing may be faid, or written, or done, in their 
favour, and praifes; and penfions, and promotions, be 
the reward of their /jcophants and tools ; while any thing 
to the contrary, however fupported by reafon and the 
chriftian’religion, is mifreprefented, falfified and pu- 
nifhed by every means in their power. And while 
the Dignitaries of the Englifo Church in their places 2s 
members of parliament, are known, with one or two 
exceptions only, to be under the influence ofa corrupt 
adminiftration, and particularly to have paffed the 
Quebec Bill, and been in all the fecret ats againft the 
colonies and while thofe who conform to'them on this, 
or the other fide of the water, and affeét, contrary to 
the fimplicity of the gofpel of Chrift, to ftile them their 
fuperiors, exert themfelves to fupport every tyrannical 
and arbitrary meafure, they are carefled as friends of go- 
~ everninent ; while clergymen of different principles & con- 
duét,of whateverchurch or particula? chriftian profeffion 
they be, who converfé upon and preach-up as occafion 
requires, the duties, the privileges, and liberty of the 
gofpel, and the friewdly.afpect it has upom the civil 
rights and happinefs of mankind, and dare not attempt 
to prefs the religion taught by the Prince oF Peace 
AND MOST. BENEVOLENT SAVIOUR OF MEN, into 
the fervice of tyranny dnd epgrefror, and who fhew “te 


~ the people the privileges and rights which they enjoy 


by divine revelation ; and how they ought toimprove 
them, fo as to anfwer their duty and ‘find their happi- 
nefs, are called fawatical courting preachers, incendiaries, 
iudependents, enimies to government and order, and what 
Mot, and are marked out as objects deéferving the fevereft 
athattifement. This temper and ‘conduG is not new. 
is as old asthe time Of Webemiab. It was very appa- 
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rent and operative then, and thofe that pretended to be 
friends of government, and to fupport the prerogatives of 
‘the crown, were guilty of the vileft afperfions towards 
the patriots of their country and friends of the people, 
and hired and bribed fome priefts and prephets to 
preach and prophecy in fupport of their meafures, and 
againft the true intereit of the people, and were them- 
felves grofly guilty of the like crimes which they wil- 
‘fully and wickedly charged againit Nehemiah, and of 
which he was altogether innocent. Heexhorted and 
encouraged and commanded his priefts to do their du- 
ty faithfully eee to the law of God, and thus 
doing is offence enough againft tyrannical and wicked 
men, Shall a whole bench of pretefant bifbeps, by pro- 
feffion and oath, peculiarly bound to fupport and de- 
fend the grotefant religion, and guard againft the en- 
croachments of popery, ufher into the world a Laniling 
under their patronage and authority, which fo ftrongly 
bears the features of the /carlet-evbore axa mother of har- 
dots ? And are we not pardonable, nay are we not in 
duty bound, to hold up the mi/ foapen brat to view, and 
‘warn the people againft fuch advances towards pepery, 
that faperflitious and bloody religion and yoke of fla- 
véry which neither we nor our fathers were able to 


bear ; and againft which their own order.and predeceffars, | 


being fome of them the brighteil ornaments and Jumi- 
nariés of the chriftian church, have heretofore born a 
noble teftimony, and:made a mof memorable ftand, 
and refifted even untd death, not counting their own 
lives dear,.if they might but be found: faithful unto 
~death, and finith their courfe with joy! —~ : 

We énvy them not their worldly dignities and emo- 
‘Juments.. We’claim nothing at their hands but the 
free and péaceable enjoyment of the rights and _privi- 
leges which the providence of God hath mercifully fa- 


“voured us with, and which have been guaranteed and 
*fecured to us, ‘and left us unmolefted by former Britih 
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kings and parliaments ; and which, in this country, 
were firft purchafed, and have fince been maintained, 
at the hazard and expence of the beft blood and trea- 
fure of our amceffors the firit fettlers, and their poferity 
after them. ‘ 

Ir is now a day of peculiar trial, and every good 
man and lover of his country, under the prefent af- 


pects of divine providence, and the political and mar-. 


tial movements that have taken place, muft feel avery 
fenfible degree of affeAing’apprehenfion and concern, 
and the man ought to be pitied for his aeakne/s, or 
fhanned for his wickedue/r, at the prefent day, ‘* awhafe 
bofam beats not in bis couniry’s caufe.”” 

We have no other new world on earth to explore, er 
flee to, for an afjlum, from the hand of tyranny and op- 
prefion. Here we muft ftand or fall. ° Matters have 
grown to the moft alarming crifis. We have no other 
alternative left us, but to fabmit without conditions, to 
all the demands of unjufly «ufarped and exorbitant 
power ; or paflively.be knocked on the head and facri- 

: ficed in death ; or make a noble, united and vigorous 
_and virtuous eppofition. ‘That the /af?is fe univerfal- 
ly the refofution of the country, is matter of joy and 
thankfulnefs and an omen for good. How willingly 
do men offer themfelves in the fervice, and what bra- 
very and engagednefs have our countrymen fhewn ia 
the good caufe ? And though the defolations of a civil 
war have commenced, and the blood of the flain, once 
and again, ran in our ftreets ; and fire and fword been 
permitted to make their ravages and devaftations ; yet 
is not the providence of God moft thankfully to be ac- 
knowledged, that fe little deftru€tion hath been made 
amongfl the proper inhabitants of the land, and noble 
defenders ef the country; in cemparifon to what ‘our 
enemies have fuftered ? ; 


A puMan and chriftian' mind will’ be inclined to 


drop a tear over our flaughtered enemies, efpecially the 
poor 
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poor foldiery, forced on by fuperior command to the 


infamous and bloody 4vork,:inwhich iuccefs would be 


equally difgraceful to them asa defeat. For officers, 
confidered as'men of fenfe and reading, acquainted 
with the Brit hiftory, and conftitutien, though they 
are.defervedly the objects of pity, yet their condu ad- 
mits of no fhadow of excufe. While our brave coun- 


trymen in all their dutiful exertions and lawful enter- 


prizes for the falvation of their country, while they 


livé, will live honored, and when they die, die la- 


mented, their graves watered with their country’s 
tears ! and their names be. had in everlaiting remem- 
' brance; but the memory of the wicked fhall rot. , O' that 
as.a people from the hipheft to the lowe amongit us, 
we might have the humble-heart, joined with the {pi- 
rit of prayer, confidenceand fortitude, which Nehemiah, 
and we truft others, in his day had; and that we might 
unite through this wide extended continent in this cri- 
tical and alarming day, when every art is ufed to inti-~ 
midate, opprefs and break us to fervile purpofes ; and 
under a due fenfe of our dependence upon God, and 
the need we have of 4is favour and bieffing, have our 
hearts and language thoroughly. conformed to the 
prayer in the text, Noa, therefore, O God, firengthen 
our hands, And we fhall do well to attend to the di- 
rection he gave the people then, as very applicable to 
ourfelves now, Be aot ye afraid of them: remember the 
Lord which is great and terrible, and fight jor your brethren, 
your fons and your daughters, your wives and ycur houfes. 
Gop in his merciful’ providence is waiting to be 
gracioustous. He hath already many a time, dove 
great things for us, whereof we are glad. He is infinite- 
ly ready, and able to'fave us out cf all eur troubles, 
and nothing prevents needed falvation but our fins 
and iniquities;---thefe alone feperate between us and 
our God and hide his face from us. It becomes us 


dseply to humble ourfelves under Ais mighty gk 
t an 
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and afcribe pighteoufnefs to our Maker. He is infinitely 
jut and holy, and there is a wonderful mixture of 


eu gooduefs and mercy in all his judgments which are up- 
pee} onus, He punifhes us farlefs than we deferve, and» 
: many tokens for good are very obfervable in his provi- 


dential dealings and difpenfations towards us. Oh! 
that we might be enabled fuitably to regard the epera~ 
tion of his hand, and repent and reform, and learn. 
the things of our peace before they are hid from our. 
eyes. And while we endeavour to take the beft human . 


i meafures to oppofe the unjuftifiable and cruel defigns 
f of our enemies againft us, let us be careful to maintain | 
fe ~ a conflant caution againft a fpirit of felf-fufficiency and | 
j felf-confidence, and be guarded again .trufting to an - 
: arm of flefh: and let ue be exhorted to have our prayer 
: ; continually unte the God of our life; and the Author | 


ofall our falvation. Let us forfake every wicked and. 
falfe way, and fear and ferve nim: and if we are pof- 
felled of, and governed by the true fear of the omnipe-. 
tent Jehovah, we fhall have no reafon to fear what a: 
pretended amnipotent parBament, or any manor body of © 
F men can do agaialt us. He whofe throne is in the 
‘ ; Heavens, and whofe kingdom ruleth over all, kath in-. 
} finite wifdom and power to extricate us out. of all our 
difficalties, and if we wait upon himin a’ way of duty 
i _ in due time'we fhall fee his falvation. May the-cries 
| ofthis people throughout this whele ‘continent; be finceres 
fervent and perfevering---may we all deeply lamen¢. 
our national degeneracy and corruption, ‘and our land- 
defiling abominations and finful departures fromthe 
' Ged of our fathers---may we, fincerely, repent of our 
Ps perfonal fins, and brain ii 5 precious faith of Gods 
ele@---may God Almighty change the hearts and mea- 
fures ofmen which are inithical to the true “intereft of 
’ his people--- Heaven interpofe and {ave the nation from 
impending ruin !---and may we in this land be -ever- 
‘ _. the (awed of the Lerd; and-may he enable us to pleafe. 
hing 
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him in ways of holy obedience, and make all our ° 


enemies to be at peace with us! And may we all in this 
day of diftrefs, unite and fay from the heart with the 


pious pfalmift, Help us, O God of oxr falvation, for * the’ 
glory-of thy name, and deliver us and purge away our fins . 


Sor thy name’s fake. Let us with deep repentance join~ 
ed with humble hepe and confidence profrate ourfelves 
at the feet of fovereign;mercy,sand almighty power and 
goodnefs ; and then we need never fear being brought, 
by the hand of violence and arbitrary power, to lye 
profrate at the feet ef any Britife minilter or Britif) par- 
liament... Let us in ways of well-deing commit our caufe 
to him that judgeth righteoufly, and the Lerd do what./eem- 
eth him good. And while as a people we are ufing all 
the wifdom and power Ged hath.given us, for our de- 
liverance and protection, and under every omen for 


good, and ail inftances of:fuccefs, and kind interpofiti-- 


7onsef providence in our favour, let the divine hand be 
dutifully acknowledged, andthe glory of all be thank- 
fully afcribed to the God ef all: our falvation.: And 


let merepeat:the caution to guard againf a felf-fufi-. 


cient and felf-confident fpirit; and againft trufting te 
our own goodne(s, firength or power, And Oh! that 
we might be enabled, like God’s antient peeple, under 
the condu& of good Nehemiah, to keep this Faf, and. 
like them obtain favour of God... \Let us .attend te, 
and improve their humble and devout language.in the 
day of their diftrefs and fafting, which appears very, 
applicable to our flate at the prefent day, and which is 
recorded in the ninth chapter of this book, and, wit 
fome part of which I now concl: ee « Stand up and ble 
the. Lerd your God forever and ewer; avd blefjed be thy g glori~ 
ous name, which is exalted above all l ding and praise. 


Thaw, even thou art Lord alone; thou haji made beaven,', 


tbe beausn of Biavens, avith all their bof, theearth and all. 


sings that are therein, the feas, and ie that is therein, and. 
chau prefer weft them all, and ihe hot of heaven, worfbippeth 
thee. 
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thee. Now therefore, oxr God, the great, the mighty and 
the. terribleGod, who. kecpeft covenant and mercy, for thou 
arta gracieus and: merciful God, let not all the trouble /eem: 
Uittle before thee, that hath come upon us.  Hewbeit then art 
juptinall that is brought upon us; for thou hat donerights, 
bxt-nge have done wickedly. eo te ee es 
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